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people who have boxed, fought at backsword, and taken poison before King Charles II. In a word, he was so pleasant a man that no one could be sorrowful under his government. This made him capable of baffling, with the greatest ease imaginable, all suggestions of jealousy, and the people could not entertain notions of anything terrible in him whom they saw every way agreeable. This scrap of the familiar part of that prince's history I thought fit to send you, in compliance to the request you lately made to your correspondents.
I am, Sir, T.                                Your most humble Servant
No. 463.         Thursday, August 21, 1712       [ADDISON
Omnia quce sensu volvuntur vota diurno
Peclore sopito reddit arnica quies* Venator defes&o. toro cum membra reponit,
Mens tamen ad sylvas et sua lustra redit. Judicibus lites, aurigis somnia currus,
Vanaque nocturnis meta cavetur equis. Me quoque Musarum studium sub nocte silenti
Artibus assuetis sollicitare solet.
CLAUD., In. vi, Cons. ffon.
I WAS lately entertaining myself with comparing Homer's balance, in which Jupiter is represented as weighing the fates of Hector and Achilles, with a passage of Virgil, wherein that deity is introduced as weighing the fates of Turnus and JEneas *. I then considered how the same way of thinking prevailed in the Eastern parts of the world, as in those noble passages of Scripture, wherein we are told that the great king of Babylon, the day before his death, had been weighed in the balance and been found wanting. In other places of the Holy Writings, the Almighty is described as weighing the mountains in scales, making the weight for the winds, knowing the balancings of the clouds, and in others as weighing the actions of men and laying their calamities together in a balance. Milton, as I have observed in a former paper2, had an eye to several of these
1 Eiad, viii, 69; JEneid, xii, 725.                        a No. 326.